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Inscription For A Library 


I. who am-thin with hungér, 

I who need bite and sun, 
Come to you with ny platter, 
Run to you with my cup, 


--Lizette Woodworth Reese 
From A Victorian Villiage 
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LIBRARY WORK IS STRENUOUS! A WPA library worker's back grows tired 
after filing catalog cards all morning, but she has "pulled" as much as 
475 pounds of cotton in the boll in one day without getting nearly so tired) 
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IS THERE A SPECIAL LIBRARY IN YOUR LOCALITY? The State Library is 
anxious to secure information concerning any special type of library that 
serves a specific group: @eg., newspaper, hospital, eleemosynary, penal, 
industrial, or gift or memorial libraries, and any other type. 
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ANOTUER BOOKMOBILE} Wilbarcer County Library and the County Board of 
Education of vilbarger County are cooperating in the plan to take books to 
the rural people of their county. The truck was purchased by the County 
Board of Education and was re-conditioned and fitted with shelvcs at a 
cost of less than $325,00, and has a capacity of 300 volumes, Adults as 
well as rural school children are permitted to borrow books from the book- 
mobile. It is encouraging to know that now a few less people will have to 
be without library service, 
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A PLAW.FOR.SECURING BOOKS ON APPROVAL Miss LouiseFranklin, of the 
Houston Public Library, outlines the policy of that library in ordering books 
on approval as follows: "We order books with the privilege of returning any 
that are unsuitable for library use. This applics to fiction chicfly. We 
try to weed out those poorly written as well as those that are objectionable 
in subject matter. We occasionally order an expensive volume on approval. 
A few special publishers send books on approval without consulting us. ‘Shen 
this happens we let them pay the return chargcs. If we request the books on 
approval we usually pay the return chargese This method has worked very wcll." 
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TEXAS ALMANAC - 1939 EDITION Librarians are looking forward cagerly to 
the forthcoming issue of Texas’ own reference book - the Texas Almanac. The 
1939 odition will be published carly in February, and, as usual, will be 
available in both paper and board-bindings. Librarians of smaller librarics 
are, porhans, not familiar with this invaluable source book of Texas informa- 
tion, but once patrons of a library become used to it they will surcly grow 
to ask for it constantly. In it there is included one of the most complete 
and accurate maps of the state published, It seoms that duplicate conics of 
tho Almanac should bo purchased by all libraries that could afford it, so 
that at least one copy could be circulated, 
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APOLOGIES TO TYRRELL PUBLIC LIBRARY The Tyrrell Public Library, Beaumont, 
and not the Houston Publis Library, as was announced in the September issue 
of the Texas Librarios, was the first municipal .library in Texas to have a 
bookmobile. We regret the error. The Tyrrell Public Library has no bookmo’ 
bile now, however, as arrangements were made to have it taken over by the 
Jefforson County Library, 
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YOUNG JACK’ LONDON AND THE LIBRARY "While the London boarding-house had 





been prospering, young Jack had made a great discovery--the Oakland Public 
Library. During the five years he had been reading he had found but five 
genuine books; for the rest the barren country-side had afforded him only 
discarded dime novels and old newspapers. Dimly’ the child knew that there 
wore other and even more beautiful books but he had no conception of how to 
get to them. He had nover droamod that there wis such a thing as a public 
library, a building that hold thousands of books, all of them freo for the 
askinge’ Jack dated his spiritual birth from the moment that ho stood, cap 
in hand, in the doorway of the wooden building, his eyes wide with unbce — 
lieving that there could be’ so many bovoks in the world. From that day on, 
though he would suffer much, though he would undergo agonies of the brain 
and soul, though he would be beaton and despised and cast out as a pariah, 
never again would he be alono."=-from Sailor on Horseback by Irving Stono, 
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"TO ASSURE A LATER ENJOYMENT OF WORTH-WIILS ADULT BOOKS" This thought 
is expressed by Effic Le Power in hor 1924 pamphlet: “Children's.Boeks for 
General Reading." The State Library has for frec distribution a limited 
supply of this list. The date is not recent but thc material is always 
valuable. 
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COUNTY: LIBRARY EXAMINATION The county library examination will be held 
May 5 and 6, 1939, Only persons having library school training or experience 
obtained at a library of good standing recognized by the State Board of Library 
Examiners are cligible to take tho oxamination. For information write, Miss 
Fannie M, Wilcox, Chairman, State Librarian, Texas State Library, Austin, 
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ATTDOUTION LIBRARIANS lire Je O- Seecber, Jre, 650 Orange Street, 
Norwalk, California, is trving to locate his father, Joseph Olivcr Seeber, 
70 years old, who was last heard of indirectly two years ago a& borrowing 
books from a library in Texas, If anyone knows of this person, please 
communicate with his son, 
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NEGROES AND PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE IN TEXAS Twenty-four of Texas! sixty- 
eight public libraries offer service to Negroes, nine of which are county ~ 
libraries, There are 298,280 public library books available for their use, 
and the total appropriation for such service is $34,158.25. Five libraries 
allow Negroes to use reference material only; four allow Negroes to use the 
library on equal basis with white people. Nine libraries serve Negroes 
through schools, seven through special branch libraries, one through a Negro 
YWCA, one through a church, one through a station, one through a Negro 
Masonic Hall, and one through a community house, This data was secured from 
the fifty-three questionnaires that were roturned to the State Library out 
of the eightyfour that were sent, :. 
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APPOINTMENTS Mr. L. W. Kem of Houston has been appointed a member 
of the Texas Library and Historical Commission by Governor Allred to 
succeed Mr. George LC. Shelley whose term had expired. lir. Kemp is well 
known in Texas as an historian, one of his chief interests being the 
collection of information on the heroes of San Jacinto, Ue is co-author 
of The Heroos of San Jacinto and Texas Nusketeers besides being a con-~ 
tributor of historical articles to periodicals. Mr. Kemp was formerly a 
member of the Toxas State Historical Board, is Chairman of the Advisory 
Board of Toxas Ilistorians, Commission of Control for the Texas Centennial 
Celebration and is a member of tho Executive Council of the Texas State 
Historical Association. 








Mr. H. Ne Petersen, of Yonkers, New York, has been appointed the 
librarian of the Fort Worth Public Library. He will assume the office 
sometime late in December. He is a graduate of the Columbia University 
School of Library Service, and has been assistant librarian in the Yonkers 
Library. 


Mr. C. As Tigler, of the Lincoln, Nebraska, City Library, will becomo 
the librarian of the new U. S. Public Health Service Hospital at Fort Worth, 
it was announced in the Novomber, 1938, issue of the Nebraska Public Library 
Commission news lettor. 
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LIBRARY SECTION, 1938 TSTA MEETING The program of the Library Section 
of the 1968 Texas State Teachers Association meeting consisted primarily 
of a panel, "The Library and the School Subjects," followed by an address 
by Dr. Lotis Shores, director of Library School, George Peabody College, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 





Some remarks worth noting mace by these on the prorram: 
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Mr. Moore, of the Beaumont City Schools, "Development of adequate 
library service will require a prorrarming in the school, a re-vamping of 
the entire program to include such service, a break with traditional class- 
room procedure, study halls, use of text books, present plan of teaching." 


Dr. Walter Hines, Superintendent of the Galena Park Schools, "I conh- 
sider the library the most important room in the school building." And, 
"In teaching a course in history, if I teach a child to love to read his- 
torical literature, no matter what grade he makes, even if he fails in the 

course, I have made a success, If I have not taught him to love to read 
historical literature, even though he has made an A in the course, I have 
not made a success." 


RS eT 


Dr. Shores, “Something is going to happen to the text book, A marked 
change will soon take place." And, “Keep abreast with what is happening 
in audio-visual material. Its development will greatly affect libraries." 
And," A cross between a library and a school is about to emerge froin what 
is about to happen, according to Dean Russell of Columbia University," 
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TLA 1939 MEETING Now is the time to begin planning to go to the Texas 
Library Association meeting in San Antonio, The dates are April 26 through 
29--Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The program committee has 
excellent plans, 
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STATE DEPARTMENTS PUBLICATIONS CiiscK LIST Did you ever hear of this 
service to libraries? Do you kuow thas libraries may obtain valuable pub- 
lications of State Departments through the document shipments system of the 
Texas State Library? 





The Texas State Library maker these shipments three or four times a’ 
year and you may receive either (1) the packase containing all documents, or 
(2) a copy of the check list alone, In the first instance all publications 
are automatically received; in the second, you have the privilege of check- 
ing the items you wish; the list (with items duly checked) should then be 
returned promty to the Texas State Library, which will then send the 
material desired. 


Since most of these publications are important, all librarians should 
take time to examine thom when received, and advise patrons of the infor= 
mation contained in then. 


This material is valuable for a publicity item, as well as to inform 
patrons of the library of the accommlishments of the departments of the 
government of Texas. 


Example of the type of material issuod is as follows: 


AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF; 
Sept. 1, 1935--ifanual for milk and cream testers in Texas 
ARCHITECTURAL RAALMINERS, STATE BOARD OF: 
1938--Registered architects, list of 
DENTAL GAAMINERS, STATE BOARD OF; 
September 1, 1938+-Texas dental laws 
GALE, FISH AND OYSTER’ COLMIISSION; 
Bulletin 13, June, 1938--Fishing in Texas 
HEALTH, STATE DEPARTMEXT OF; 
1938--Toxas milk’ and milk products laws 
INSURALCE COMMISSION, BOARD OF: 
1937--Insurahce laws 
LABOR STATISTICS, DEPARTHEUT OF: 
1938--Laws of Texas relating to labor 
PLANWING BOARD: 
April 19, 1938--Directory of State, county and city 
planning agencies and digest of planning and housing laws 
PRISOW BOARD; 
Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1937 
SAN JACINTO PARK COiMISSION; 
Battle of San Jacinto and Texas Under Six Flags, 1938 
VETERANS STATE SERVICE OFFICE OF TEXAS; 
1938 Bulletin--Articlces and instructions, 
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The State Aid Plan for Texas Libraries 
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Issued by the Librarians’ Steering Committee of the People's Library Movement 





AIMS To equalize public library service throughout the state through the de- 
velopment of county and regional libraries. 
To strengthen established libraries by helping to increase their book collec- 





tions and helping libraries to give bettcr service with better-trained librarians, 


PRESENT 
TIBRARY 
SERVICE 


21 tax-supported, free county libraries in Texas' 254 counties. 
45 town and city tax-supported, free libraries. 
1,397,939 books in Texas public libraries. 


5, 824,715 population of Texas (1930 census). 


AS YET 





No regional, or multiple-county libraries, 
No two counties pooling resources for better library service. 


No county contracting with a neighbor county for library service. 








APPROPRIATION $750, 0 000 for the biennium, or $375,000 a year 
ASKED IN THE 97, 566 ‘annually, or 10%, to be the maximum used for administra- 





PROPOSED BILL 


tion and for the purchase of bookmobiles. 





PROPOSID 


55% of the population without public library services 


The entire fund will be administred by the Texas Library and 


ADLTNISTRATION Historical Commission, through’ the Texas State Library, 





field workefs, is to be created in the Texas 


A Division of Public Libraries, with a Director and additional 
tate Librery. 


Bookmobiles, for demonstration purposes, are to be bought. 
An increase travel fund is to be provided. 


TITLE TO Title to all books, boolmobilcs 


and equipment bought with state 


aid funds will be vested in the Texas State Library. 


ALLOCATION 
OF 
BOOK GRANTS 





Allocations will be made on a sliding scale for towns, cities 
and countics with assessed valuations of $10, 000,000 to more 
than $100,000,000. Those in the lowest group would receive 
state aid on a dollar for a dollar basis; those in the highest 


group on a five to one basis; that is, $1.00 of state aid to $5.00 from local 


sourcese 


FORM OF 
STATE AID 
Books 
Assistance 














Demongtra- 


tions 


SPONSORS 
FOR THE 
BILL 


FURTHER 
TNFORLATIO! 


The Texas Constitution does not permit grants of money, State 
aid will be in the form of books, lent in collections, through 
the Texas State Library, for indefinite periods, to librarics 
qualifying for aid; assistance from the director and field 
workers, concerning library establishment and improvement; 

in lending bookmobiles for demonstrations, 
















Members of the Peoplo's Library Movement for Texas, the Texas 
Library Association, and the Texas League of Library Trustctes, 
with holp and advice from the Amorican Library Association, are 
the sponsors for the bill. 

For further details write to the Texas State Library, Austin, or 
to Miss Edwin Sue Goree, Executive Secretary of the Texas Library 
Association, C/o Austin Public Library, Augtin, Taxase 
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"BOOKS WHERE THERE ARE NO BOOKS" In the recent Proceedings of the Amerie 
can Library Associatjon Kansas City Conference, there is published Harriet C. 
Long's stimulating discussion of library conditions over the country, It is 
hoped that all librarians will have the opportunity to read the whole article. 
It is unfortunate that more could not be quoted here, but a few of the sig- 
nificant points follow: 

"tThe free public library is as American as corn on the Sob,' says a re- 
cent editorial writer in the New York ‘“imes...But, whereas corn on the cob 
has been grown abundantly by the ruel people of America, the free public li- 
brary has flourished best in the metroolitan areas. It sounds impressive 
when we say that there are 6000 public libraries...that serve a population of 
77,500,000, and that these 6000 public libraries have 26,000,000 registered 
borrowers. But our conceit is deflated as quickly as ea pricked balloon when 
we learn that there are 30,000,000 students registered in our schools and 
colleges 4,000,000 more students than all the men, women, and children who 
use all the public libraries in America today. My concern today is chiefly 
for the 39,500,000 rural people..ewho are without public library facilities 
today,..Think of 393 states with the population of Oregon, with not one pub= 
lic library within their borders, and it helps you to visualize the great 
number of rural men, women, and children who today lack public library facili- 
tieg. We now have the largest farm nopulation in historyee.74 out of every 
100 men, women, and children who live in the open country or in villages of 
less than 2500 people, and arc without library servico. The lack of service 
in so many places led’ Dr. Carleton B. Joeckel to make a haunting observation: 
‘In the library world, the most nearly forgotten man is the intelligent reader 


in the small town or in the open country.' 
" 





George Russell (AL), the great Irish statesman afd loader in rural life, 
in speaking of the fundamentals of rural civilization, emphasiges that each 
local association must be linked with larger civilizations, California rece 
ognized this principle of cooperation morc than a quarter of a century ago, 
and town and country people united to maintain a library service. 

“In Louisiana, the governor was interested in determining the best way to 
serve the adults of a wide area, Paralled projects were set up--one a demon- 
stration of a tri-parish (tri-county)--one a project in which good, live 
collections of adult books have been placed in 56 high schools in 10 parishes. 
From these paralled projects sponsored jointly by the Louisiana Library com- 
mission and the state board of education, statistics show far greater use by 
adults of the tri-parish library than of the school collections and the rec-= 
ommendation from the superintendent of education to the governor and the 
legislature was that funds for state-wide library development be made avail- 
able to the library commission.’ 

"We have said earlier that approximately half the rural children move 
into the cities of the nation, Therefore, it does become a matter of real 
concern to the entire commonwealth that adequate education facilities be pro- 
vided for the entire state, State aid is an effort at equalization of costs 
and opportunity and has brought interesting possibilities into the library 
picture today. That is what we want, to give to everyone easy acoess to the 
world of books--the richness of the past as well as the thoughts that are 
shaping the world today. Library workers believe with Clarence Day, that 
‘The world of books is the most remarkable creation of man, Nothing else 
that he builds éver lasts, Civilizations grow old and die out, and after an 
era of darkness, new races build others, But in the world of books are 
volumés that have seon this happen again and again--and yet livo on, still 
young, still as fresh as the day they were written, still tolling men's 
hearts of the hearts of men centuries dead,'" 
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WEW DISCOVERY There is now available to all libraries a new process for 
preserving 01d newspapers, historical documents or books of intrinsio value. 
It is called Collacquering and was developed by the Collacquering Process of 
New York, Ns Y. By means of this vrocess, paper of all kinds is materially 
strengthened and becomes water repellent. Any dirt, grease, eto., which 
might adhere to the Collacquered surface can be readily washed off, Tears in 
paper may be mended quickly and permanently. Another highly important fea- 
ture of the Collacquer procéss is that when material which has been treated 
with tissue ig Collacquered, it may be satisfactorily photographed or photo~ 
stated, whereas before Collacquering it could not, 

' Laboratory tests performed for the’Collacquer Process by the Electrical 
Testing Laboratories of New York, N. Ye, prove conclusively that the folding 
strength, tearing strength, and bursting strength of four Selected papers 
were increased materially, Newsprint, a number 1 sulphite, a 50 per cent rag 
shéet, and a 100 per cent rag sheot were tested before and after Collacquer- 
ing. ‘Copies of this test are available on request. Further details of this 
prowess may be found on page 902 of The Library Journal for December 1, 1938. 
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ADULT EDUCATION SURVEY A recent report of an Adult Education Survey 
made under the auspices of the Texas Federated Agencics and issued by the 
State Department of Education revealed that the opinions of the majority of 
those responding to the 6988 questionnaires sent were that colleges and 
universities should take the lead in the adult education field. We were 
sorry to note that librarics were only montioned under the heading of Rec- 
reation and Entertainment. Is this the fault of librarians that libraries 
are not more universally recognizid as an intcgral agent of the present 
adult education program? 





-O= 


"CONSCIOUS EDUCATIONAL EMANCIPATION" H, G. Wells, always pointing to 
the rebirth of education as the only hope for the salvation of civilization, 
has seid again in his article in Liberty, "The future of the Jews": 

"So long as we are history-bound and stuek’ in our old patriotic tra- 
ditions...we are going to drift from war to war, and each will be worse than 
the last, 

"The need for a strenuous intellectual effort, for a vast renastonco 
of education throughout the world, to raise the human mind and will up to 
a saner co-operation, is glaringly manifest. Beforo all things we have to 
modernize. At present wo are about as competent to handle these probloms 
that confront us as the chauffeur whose one idea of starting his engine was 
to say 'Gee-up' to it, hed 
: "Most history as it is and as it has been taught is a poisonous stim- 
ulation of the latent possibilitics of suspicion, hate, vanity, and mob 
violonce in the human make-up. 

: "The only way out from the present human’ catastrophesssis a world-wide 
conscious educational emantipation, In books, universities, colleges, 
schools, newspapers, plays, assomblics we want incessant ruthless truth-- 
tolling about these old legonds that divide and antagonize and waste us, 

We want a great massacre of stale beliefs and anciontg:ievances and claims, 
if wo aro to avoid groat massacres of human beings." 








